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Sir: 

As a means of complying with the duty of disclosure under 
37 CFR §1.56, and in accordance with 37 CFR §§1.97 and 1.98, 
Applicant (s) , through the undersigned attorney, submits this 
Information Disclosure Statement. The patents, publications or 
other information submitted herewith are listed on the attached 
Form PTO-144 9 and copies are attached, excluding U.S. patents and 
publications. The patents and publications listed on Form PTO-1449 
were cited in the specification, an International Search Report 
(ISR) and/or the International Preliminary Report on Patentability 
(IPRP) . Copies of the ISR and IPRP are enclosed. English abstract 
translations for DE 42 39 089 Al and DE 198 32 892 Al are attached. 
No English translation is readily available for DE 297 20 928 Ul 
although the relevancy of this document is discussed at page 4 of 
the specification. DE 31 36 703 CI is equivalent to U.S. Patent 

i 



No. 4,484,522 Al, DE 44 01 269 Al is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 
5,551,339 Al, EP 0 806 294 Bl is equivalent to 6,293,194 Bl, DE 198 
54 343 Al is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 6,314,883 Bl, DE 101 45 
957 Al is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 6,634,297 Bl, DE 102 54 836 
Al is equivalent to WO 2004/048092 A2 (Abstract only) , and CA 12 23 
150 (no copy available) and CH 667 425 A5 are equivalent to GB 2 
146 291 A. The Examiner is requested to make these references of 
record in the file of this application. 



In accordance with 37 CFR §1.97 (b)(3), this Information 



Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits of the above- identified 
application. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that no fee 
is required by the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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